
Newsletter
- brings Druids together

December 2018

Kay Hagby , Grand President

Dear IGLD Brothers and Sisters

2018 is soon coming to an end, 

and once again we can look 

back on a good and prosperous 

year for interna�onal Druidism. 

There have been well a�ended 

mee�ngs in Scandinavia, 

Germany and Switzerland as 

well as New Zealand, and many 

new members have been 

received. New and closer 

contacts have also been made 

with our brothers in California.

As you can see in this issue of 

Newsle�er, the program for the 

Congress in Malmø 2020 is 

about to be finalized and during 

winter/spring next year it will 

be possible to place the first 

reserva�ons. Even though the 

hotel prices and other costs 

normally could be high, the 

Swedish Congress Commi�ee 

has succeeded in obtaining very 

reasonable prices for us. This 

should be the possibility IGLD 

need to really gather many 

brothers and sisters from all 

UAOD and AOD countries so we 

can con�nue and develop our 

good results from Nelson.

In the autumn of 2019 a large 

IGLD mee�ng is planned in 

Berlin, Germany, and there we 

will also be preparing for the 

World Congress. A detailed 

invita�on will be sent to you 

later. On the 12th of January 

2019 we will also have a 

mee�ng in Porsgrunn, Norway.

In Unity, Peace and Concord,

I thank you for all support and 

posi�ve feedback during the 

last year. I also take this 

opportunity to wish you all a 

quiet and peaceful Christmas, 

and hope that we will meet 

again somewhere and 

some�me during 2019.

Grand President

Kay Hagby



5 – 9 august 2020

29 Druid World 
Congress, Malmö, 

Sweden 

The preparations for ”MALMÖ 2020” are on the schedule 
and more and more details will be concretized, such as the 

preliminary Congress Program 
which is shown on next side.

Registration fee as well as prices 
for induvidual events cannot be 
finally determined today but in the 
next edition of Newsletter you will 
have the chance to find out how 
much – or how amazingly little- 
money you have to spend when 
you intend to join the Congress in 
Malmö Sweden in august 2020, I 
hope you will find it attractive.

Congress Hotel will be:Scandic 
Triangeln Hotell Triangeln 2, 
21143 Malmö. The hotel is in the 
heart of Malmö, everything is 
close.

In the same building a big 
shoppingcenter, lots of small 
shops around the sqaure 
Triangeln, 10 min walk to the 
Operahouse and artmuseum and 
15 min walk to the old town with 
lots of good restaurants.

Our prices for hotel bedrooms have been agreed to:

Singel bedroom 1000 SEK (€ 97 )Breakfast included.

Bus from Malmö airport stops just outside the hotel. 

Double bedroom p/p 600 SEK ( € 58 ) Breakfast included.

Large Parkinglot in the basement  of the hotel. 

Train from/to Copenhagen airport, 10 min walk.

www.scandichotels.se/hotell/sverige/malmo/scandic-triangeln

Welcome 
to Malmö

and Sweden
2020

- World Congress 2020



Wednesday, 5th August 
IGLD World Congress 05th to 09th of 
August 2020  

 
 

1:00 pm – 4:00 pm Congressdesk Open for registration All 

9:30 am – 12:30 Executive meeting IGLD Officers 

12:30 – 1:30 pm Lunch 
IGLD Officers-
participants 

1:30 pm – 5:00 pm Executive meeting IGLD Officers 

   

Thursday, 6th August   

11:00 am – 4:00 pm Congressdesk Open for registration All 

9:30 am – 12:30  Business Meeting IGLD Officers 

12:30 – 1:30 pm  Lunch Officers/members 

1:30 pm – 5:00 pm  Business Meeting IGLD Officers 

6:30 pm  
Mingle Meet and Greet  Welcome Buffet 

meal in Congress Hotel 
All 

   

Friday, 7th August   

9:30 am – 12 noon 
Ritual opening of IGLD Congress 

Initiation of new members 
Officers/members 

12:30 – 1:30 pm Lunch Officers/members 

1:30 pm – 5:00 pm  Business Meeting Officers/members 

Evening free  
Visit Malmö´s many Bars, Cafes and 

Restaurants or visit the hotelrestatrant  

All meal and drinks 
at your own 

expense 

   

Saturday, 8th August   

   

9:00 am – 4:30 pm  CONGRESS TOUR –  
LUNCH INCLUDED 

All 

   

7:00 pm 
BANQUET CONGRESS  
DINNER WITH DANCE 

All 

   

Sunday, 9th August   

9:30 am – 12:30  Business meeting Election and 
installation of Officers – Ritual Closing 

Officers/members 

12:30 Lunch Officers/members 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm  Executive Meeting IGLD Officers 

   

 Rooms to be left by  1:00 pm  
 

World Congress 2020
Program

- World Congress 2020



- from Australia



- from Australia



- from England

Visit to Providence Lodge Margate 

     In the evening they met at the  Lodge 
premises at 7pm. The meeting started at 
8pm, but there was time for a chat with some 
of the other Brothers.  Providence Lodge nr 
441 has just three active members and was 
founded in 1878, Nr 425 St. Aethelbyrth was 
founded in 1874, Beaconsfield founded in 

1884, Nr 722 Queen of Thanet, founded in 
1948, and The Royal Arch Chapter founded 
in 1887. In addition to these Lodges there is 
ladies Lodge, Roxiane, founded in 2006 
which has six members. Unfortunately there 
are so few active members that Lodges have 
to cooperate very closely to be able to have 
meetings at all. The members are very 
dedicated and the English Ancient Order of 
Druids should be very proud of them.

     At the meeting there were eighteen 
Brothers present, and was, itself  quite an 
experience for a Brother who hasn't been to 
a meeting in Margate. The entrance, 
positions, seating arrangements, greetings, 
and no flame at the alter were quite unusual. 
Brothers Hans Christoffer and Lawrence 
were welcomed by Noble Archdruid Brother 
Frank Evans who was presented with the 
traditional seven roses and greetings from all 
Brothers of Eken Lodge in Tønsberg.   After 
the meeting there was a lot of chatting and 
laughter at a get together in the lounge, 
where refreshments were served. When they 
returned to their hotel around 11pm, 
Brothers Hans and Lawrence agreed that it 
had been a memorable Druid evening.

 Finally, a big word of thanks to our contact 
Brother Tom Jones for all his help.

     The following day was spent exploring 
Margate, and they found a very old cafe 
where cakes and tea were prepared in the 
old fashioned English way. The tea making 
ceremony was quite interesting in itself.

Noble Archdruid Hans Christoffer Ellefsen 
and Old Archdruid Lawrence Ellefsen from 
Eken Lodge Norway arrived in Margate on 
the 17th September after a two hour taxi 
journey from Gatwick airport. They were met 
by Vice Archdruid David Marsh of 
Providence Lodge 441 at their hotel which 
had a view over the bay who  drove them to 
a pub a short drive from the hotel, where 
they met six other Brothers from different 
Lodges in Margate, and were treated to a 
very tasty evening meal with dessert and the 
usual pub drinks. After a very enjoyable 
evening with lots of chatting and laughter, 
Brothers Hans and Lawrence were taken 
back to their hotel with a little detour via the 
building which houses the Lodges of 
Margate.

David Marsch, Guest Hans Christoffer Ellefsen, Bob Tetley, Norman Clarke,Frank Evans Nobel Arch Druid and John 
Spencer.  



- from Germany

Remarkable Anniversary 
in the German Druid Order.

In a view to this very special event, I allow myself to 
express it somewhat pathetically:

At the age of 100, and in a good physical and mental 
condition had been given a festive and well-attended 
ritual meeting by his local Druid Lodge named 
Sülfmeister. Both, the Noble Arch of his lodge, brother 
Bernard Rieckmann, in his lauditory speech and the 
President of the German Druid Order (DDO), brother 
Frank Graffenberger, at the formal tribute for brother 
Helmut, found very warm and emotional words for 
him as a man with a highly interesting biography and 
as an exceptional Druid, as well.

On November 1st, 2018, druidical history was written 
in the old “salt-city” of Lüneburg.

In any case, no one can remember that a brother of 
the German Druid Order (or elsewhere?) would have 
been honored for 65 years of membership in his 
lodge.

Brother Helmut was born on March 19th, 1918, in 
Loebschütz (today Glubczyce), situated in the former 
German province of Silesia, which became Polish 
territory after World War II. The war was the cause of 
never seeing his homeland again. Shortly after 

Behind the main character 
of the day: Imperial Grand 
Arch, President Frank 
Graffenberger, Marianne 
Lorenz, Noble Grand Arch 
Druid Walter Hübner, Noble 
Arch Druid Bernhard 
Rieckmann.

The druidic life of brother Helmut Lorenz 
began on November 2nd, 1953, when he was 
introduced in the Druid Order by joining local 
Lodge Sülfmeister.  It is difficult to list all of his 
activities, which he completed over the 
course of 65 years. For 22 years alone he 
was a member of the leading board of his 
lodge. Of particular note is his beneficial 
activity in the Charity Committee of his lodge, 
which he has led for 30 years.

There should not be a living Druid who, like 

completing his studies as a civil engineer, he 
was draftet into military service, which ended 
for him in 1945 in captivity in Denmark. 
Without any personal documents, he began 
to build a new life in Lüneburg. His successful 
career led him from construction in the 
municipal area of his hometown to a senior 
position in the State Building Department. He 
married his dear Marianne in 1947 and can 
look forward to four children.

The motto of brother Helmut was - and is: 
LODGE IS SERVICE.



- from Germany

The motto of brother Helmut was - and is: 
LODGE IS SERVICE..

Helmut, joined the International Grand Lodge of Druidism in the mid-1950´s. He also appeared on 
an international level. Among other things he organized successfully in 1967 the International 
Congress of the Grand Lodge Central Europe, which was visited by several 100 participants.The 
following quotation from the eulogy of Noble Arch Bernhard Rieckmann characterizes the 
appearance of Brother Helmut Lorenz in a fitting way:

“You are always there when we need you,
If something goes out of hand, you correct the course,
You know advice when a brother is desperate,

When you enter our Lodge Room, we assume a respectful attitude,

You are Lodge Sülfmeiser – a brotherly Sage!”

Lodge Holstentreue, Kiel

Your presence provides awe, respect and discipline,

Bro Dieter Hennecke

All brothers listen to you,



- from Switzerland

IGLD meeting Basel
june 2018

Festive and very warm country 
meeting of the International 
Grand Lodge of Druidism (IGLD) 
with many brothers from Norway, 
Sweden, Switzerland and 
Germany.



The lodge was inaugurated on November 28, 
2015 with 13 brothers from lodge Sirius in 
Horsens and 3 from lodge Jotar in Århus. The 
lodge has doubled in numbers of members and 
moved to their own lodgehouse.Islandsvej No.5 
was bought and paid for by brother Birger Adsbøl, 
who also donated it to his lodge! The seller was 
Danske Diakonhjem. The house is well kept and 
there is space for a meeting-room and room for 
festivities, large enough for about 120 persons, 
kitchen and a spacious bar. The house is big 

enough for lodge Camelot now to letting out office 
space, and they can budget nice profit in the 
years to come. The brothers have worked long 
hours in order to make the building into a modern 
lodgehouse. It was all done in time for the 
inauguration on Saturday, November 24, 2018.

Islandsvej 5 is a modern lodgehouse. Brother Ole 
Kempt is a cabinetmaker and innovator. He 
received lots of praise during the party after the 
inauguration. Decoration, innovative solutions for 
sound and light with control and a spectacular 
starry sky deserved a thunderous applause. All 

the brothers who had given of their knowledge 
and spare time in order to build and finish the 
work also received their well deserved applause.

The official opening was in the afternoon and the 
ceremony room was inaugurated in the presence 
of own brothers visiting brothers from Danish and 
Norwegian lodges, representatives from the 
National Grand Lodge and the Grand lodge. 
Later, time had come for the grand party. Lodge 
Camelot wanted also to celebrate with ladies and 
guests, since the lodge had a lot to show. The 
opening of their very own lodgehouse, yes, but 
also the 3 years since inauguration. Everybody 
around the tables expressed real happiness. 
Happy to meet each other, but also a great 
happiness for this wonderful event in the Danish 
Druid order.

November 24, 2018 was a big day for lodge Camelot and the Danish Druidorder. The picture above shows 
Nobel Arch Preben Pallisby with his officials and helpers during the initiation of the lodge's new ceremonial 
room at Islandsvej 5 in Vejle.

Lodge Camelots house in Island Road
Brothers at work, Frede Brundt and Birger 
Adsbol

A large and considerable lift for the Druids in Denmark
 was celebrated in lodge Camelot's new premises



The first primitive lodge meeting was held on 
September 21, 1921, in the premises of Grand 
Cafe at Kongens Nytorv, which was the start of the 
lodge GRAL. The brothers soon found better 
suited premises in Mikkelbryggers Gade 1, and on 
September 24, 1922, it was inaugurated with 
many Swedish brothers present.

The brothers in lodge no.1 in The Danish Order of 
Druids were active, and in modern times the 
largest lodge in Denmark. They took a new name 
once, changing the name to lodge Avalon, but 
during a ceremony on August 15, 2018, they took 
their old, honoured name back.  

At the end of January 1919, Danish newspapers 
printed an ad from The Swedish Druidorder 
searching for "Gentlemen to establish a 
humanitarian society, and an ideal Fraternity in 
Denmark".

The author and sculptor Sophus J. Nervil 
responded, and in March 1919 he was accepted 
into the lodge Ad Astra in Malmø and was initiated 
to the three levels of the ground lodges. He was 
then sent back to Copenhagen in order to find 7 
more Danish men interested in the idea. This task 
turned out to be difficult, as the first 7 were not 
gathered until 1921.

The first Danish lodge
takes its name back

     Brother Birger Asbøl has given Camelot 
five million Danish koner so that igt could 
buy Islandsvej 5 from the Danish Welfare 
home system. The premises have been well 
looked after, has a meeting room, a 
banquetting room which has a capacity of 
120 persons, its own kitchen, anda 
spacious bar. The Brothers if Camelot have 
worked long days and evenings renovating 
and decorating the rooms so that they 
would be ready for the opening on Saturday 
24th November 2018. A part of the premises 
are already rented out to other busnesses, 
and income fro this will increase the profits 
for the lodge 

    The lodge was established 28th. 
november 2015 by thirteen brothers from 
Sirius Lodge in Horsens and thre brothers 
from Jotar Lodge in Århus. The membeship 
has now increased to twentysix, and the 
meetings were held in rented premises from 
another Order in Vejle. The Mother Lodges, 
Sirius is thirty kilometers from  Vejle and 
Jotar Lodge is just a little North of Vejle. 
Camelot hope to attract local men to join.

Camelot Lodge is the latest addition to the 
Druid family in Denmark. Camelot is King 
Arthurs' most important castle in celtic 
mythology, and it was there that the famous 
round table existed.

A new Druidic initiative
in Jylland Denmark



- Druids of Island

In january 2018 – twenty nine icelandic brothers 
visited Sandefjord Norway were 19 joined IGLD so 
now we have 50? brothers inside IGDL.

We have been  on regular visits to other countries 
visiting brothers - most to Norway but also to 
Denmark, Sweden and Germany.

 Regards from Reykjavik 
Iceland.

Yes we have druids in Iceland, we started our first 
lodge in 1996 and we have now 4 loges with 155 
members and one Grand lodge since 2008.  We 
are members of “Association of the Ancient Order 
of Druidism” under Norwegian management. We 
bought our first own house in 2004 and moved into 
a new house 2017 where we can have upto 100 
druids for a meeting and a dinner afterwards.  We 
love to be visited from other lodges and pride our 

self in entertain them with row of meetings and to 
arrange various day tours out from Reykjavik and 
tours inside the city. We have been planing some 
events for the next druid year that may fit well for 
guests to come for visit.Lodge Fjolnir has 20 years 
anniversary in 6th of October and same day 10 
years birthday og Grand Lodge Isafold and look 
forward to receive guests from all over at this time. 
Also we have in April 11-12-13 2018  4th degree 
meeting, 1st degree and a annual travel and 
dinner day for guests – this has become popular 
time to visit the lodges of Iceland.

Like to map up lodge areas were we can visit in 
other countries.

Sometimes visiting brothers stay with icelandic 
brother´s when visiting and always welcome to 
have their wifes with them. 

 In Iceland the daylight gets shorter every day until 
the 21st of  December when we have only four 
hours of dusk and it starts growing longer again. 

 Brothers in Iceland are often traveling and in 
September 50 brothers and wife's went to Elverum 
Norway to celebrate five years anniversary of our 
youngest lodge Gaia and at same time make a 
formal friendship between lodge Gaia and lodge 
Taiga in Elverum. This was a fantastic 5 days trip 
were our Norwegian brothers had plans for every 
day. In Iceland we also love to have brothers 
visiting and make plans for them to discover 

Iceland for longer and shorter visit. Number of 
brothers in Iceland is steadily growing so last year 
we  moved to new location were we can have a 
formal meeting with 80-100  brothers and on the 
floor above we can seat up to 120 persons for  
dinner. The house was torn down to scratches and 
rebuild a new every  big and small item by the 
brothers.

We send all druids and their families world wide 
our best Christmas wishes and may the New Year 

Our four ground lodges have finished the ritual 
meetings for this  year only the Christmas 
meetings with wife's to be hold beginning of  
December and time of with the families over 
Christmas.

5th anniversary for Lodge Gaia



- Druids of Sweden

In 2009 the Swedish Order of Druids 
started a system of donations to a 
Charity fund. All Brothers in all of the 
seventy-seven Lodges started by 
donating a monthly contribution to this 
fund.  Not only Druid Brother members of 
Lodges can contribute, but if they wish 
anyone who is not a member of the 
Order can donate

The aim of the stipendium is to donate 
funds to help humanitarian organisation, 
research, or any other assistance or 

social help.  Large amounts are awarded 
every fourth year as a part of the 
worldwide congress. In addition to this, 
smaller amounts are awarded annually if 
worthy candidates are found or 
suggested, and, of course if there are 
fund available.

The practical work of administrating the 
fund is done by the Senior Officers of the 
Order. Proposals for candidates are 
accepted throughout the year however, 
candidates must be proposed at the 
latest  six months before the next World 
Congress.

In 2013 the Congress decided that until 
the next Congress in 2017 would be 
aimed at research on prostrate cancer. In 
July of 2017 it was decided to award 
Sara Mangsbo, of Uppsala in Sweden 
650,000 Swedish kroner for her 
development of vaccine for the treatment 
of prostrate cancer.  The same amount 
was awarded to Mr Tobias Nordstrøm, 
Stockholm for his research into 
development of better methods of 
diagnosing and prostrate cancer.

Charity is one of the main basic 
principles of the Order of Druids



- Druids of California

Was a collaboration with the 
three branches of the Order and 
their incoming leaders for the 
term of 2018-19: Noble Grand 
Arch Byron Wilson, Grand Arch 
Druidess Barbara Harris, and 
Grand Chief Knight Barbara Van 
Slyke. We all agreed with 
wanting to hold the luncheon at 
Nicasio Grove Druids Hall, since 
they had a great place for a 
summer bbq with an indoor and 
outdoor areas. With the support 
of grove, circle and or chapter 
we belonged to we were able to 
have a wonderful day with 
fr iends. This collaboration 
provided for a hosted party with 
appetizers, lunch, beverages, 
dessert and live music from the 

band called the Good Ole Boys. Thank you to Nicasio Grove for all your 
support in donating us the use of your hall.A BIG THANK YOU goes to my 
home grove of Frederick Sieg 94 of occidental, for the brothers and sisters 
whom helped with planning, shopping, food prep, hall setup and cleanup 
and putting on a truly wonderful lunch. I personally know that Jim and 
Tracy Stephens put a lot of work into making this day happen and for that 
we are all very thankful.

For those of you that were not there you missed a great party that was free.

(Picture left to right: 
Grand Chief Knight 
Barbara Van Slyke, 
Noble Grand Arch Byron

Wilson, and Grand Arch 
Druidess Barbara 
Harris.)

Grand Reception

Thank you to the Brothers that 
continue to make our Official Visits, I 
hope to see more Brothers continue to 
support your other groves by coming 
to their Official Visits.

We have started my the first official visit of my term with the Homecoming of 
our Deputy Grand Arch Frank Kirby. Thank you to Noble Arch Adam Pulido 

and Santa Rosa grove for putting on a 
good business meeting and hosting an 
evening with appetizers, calamari 
steak dinner, dessert. Visiting brothers 
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e s e  g r o v e s : 
Cloverdale,Frederick Sieg, Harmony, 
Novato, Sonoma, Tomales and Vine 
Hill. Harmony and Cloverdale groves 
had the largest showing of members.

Official Visits of Noble Grand Arch 

Petaluma Veterans 
Day Parade 

Santa Rosa Official Visit 



- Druids of California

Grand Reception

Columbus Garden Grove 74 Saturday October 17th

Point Arena Grove 200 Saturday October 20

Novato Grove 113 Thursday October 4

Tomales Grove 83 on Saturday September 29

Byron Wilson:

Petaluma Veterans Day Parade is the largest Veterans Parade in the San 
Francisco Bay Area and well attended. The California Druids started attending 
the parade five plus years ago, after Grand Historian Henry Baker got our grove 
of Frederick Sieg to build a float on a flatbed trailer. Since then the Druids have 
attended the parade every year, and has inspired the California Druids to 
attend several other parades.

Druids of California attended the Hangtown 40th Christmas Parade in the town of Placerville 
on December 2, 2018



SGLD meeting in Stavanger 
September 28 to 29

Stavanger is a city on the southwest coast 
of Norway, and is internationally known as 
the centre for Norwegian Oil industry. 
Officials from Norway, Sweden and 
D e n m a r k ,  w h o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e 
S c a n d i n a v i a n  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e 
International Order of Druidsm for their 
traditional conferance to discuss the 
possibility of a Joint European Grand 
Lodge including Switzerland, Germany 
and England.   The proposal has been 
discussed for several years and would 
require coordination and adjustments of 
certain ritual regulations and questions.

     Coo rd ina t i on  be tween  the 
Scandinavian countries was discussed, 

especially concerning communication 
structures. After a very productive 
conferance the Brothers were taken on a 
guided tour fo Stavangers' historical 
landscape, by a Druid brother, whose local 
knowledge was exceptional. They were 
given a vivid explanation of the sea battle 
outside Stavanger which King Harald 
Hårfagre won and was able to unite 
Norway to one Kingdom.

     The following day preperations were 
made for the presentation of the degrees. 
The Druid Lodge in Stavanger is at the 
Odd Fellow premises. A large number of 
Bro thers  f rom severa l  lodges  in 
Denmark,Finland, Norway and Sweden 
were ceremoniously presented their IGLD 
grades, and experienced the solumn 
ritual. 

     The organizers were thanked for for a 
well organized and pleasant Druid 
meeting over international borders.  The 
Swedish Order of Druids invited all Druids 
to the next meeting in Karlskrona, Sweden 
on 6-7 September 2019.

RSAA Anders Eriksson

- Druids of Norway



Memories from
SGLD Meeting Stavanger 2018.

- Druids of Norway



- from  our historic les....

Candidates for initiation must have attained the age of 
twenty-five years before being eligible for membership, 
and a rigid scrutiny is made into the character of an 
applicant before his name is submitted to ballot. 
No brother is permitted to join more than one lodge or to 
be a member of any similar society unless with the 
consent of his Imperial Grand Lodge. Grants of i20 and 
upwards, according to length of membership, are made 
to widows and other dependants of deceased brethren. 

The United Ancient Order of Druids of Australia 

The U.A.O.D. of Australia likewise emanated from the 
English A.O.D., the first Lodge being established in 
Melbourne in 1851, with the authority of the Grand Lodge 
of England, by Bro. Hyman of  England. About that time 
the " Gold fever" made its appearance, 5 and the 
progress of Druidism, and in faet, many other social 
institutions, suffered in consequenee. In 1861 another 
beginning was made and a Grand Lodge of the A.O.D. 
was subsequently established, with a Board of Directors, 
who met in Melbourne. At a later date the Order was 
extended to Victoria, but the two sections worked 
independently . 
In 1864, the Victorian Order opened up communications 
with the American Order and the English U.A.O.D., and a 
kind of affiliation was brought about. That course of 
action caused considerable trouble, for two Grand 
Lodges were working in Melbourne. On account of  the 
brethren travelling from one State to the other, the 
necessity for a doser unit y became apparent, and in 
1867 the two sections were brought into union under the 
title of the U.A.O.D. of Australia. Strenuous eflorts were 
afterwards made to bring about the unit y of Druids of 
Australia, and the idea of a world-wide Druidism being 
possible gave a great impetus to the movement, which 
culminated in Australia being represented at the 
International Congress of 1913. lts members number 
90,000. 
The U.A.O.D. of New Zealand is a branch of the 
Australian Order, with which it works in perfect harmony. 

The United Order of Druids of Germany. 
The U.A.O.D. of Germany has three degrees-Ovates. 
Bards and Druids-similar to that laid down by our ancient 
predecessors. 

The business of the Lodges is conducted with decorum, 
anctity and discipline, no smoking or drinking being 
permitted. The Temple is consecrated for the practice of 
Druidical rites and ceremonies, and no person is 
permitted within its precincts unless he is a duly initiated 
Druid, and when the Lodge is closed the Temple is 
sealed. In some cities the Temple is the property of the 
Lodge, but in Berlin, Hamburg and other cities, the room 
is used by two or more Lodges, The Temples are well 
appointed and fitted with all the necessary Druidical 

Part IV



- from  our historic les....

Part IV

requirements. The walls are graced by unique glazed 
cabinets, in which are displayed the regalia and 
decorations of deceased brothers. 
Instrumental music and special Druidical sengs, of which 
there is a large collection, enliven the proceedings whilst 
works of art are also exhibited to show the progress 
made by brothers in art and science. 
The government of the German Order is similar to that of 
the A.O.D. Each district is under the jurisdiction of a 
Grand Lodge, and a business meeting of delegates is 
held annually. The Grand Lodges are subservient to their 
Imperial Grand Lodge, which convenes conferences of 
delegates representing all Lodges ip union. Only Past 
Arch Druids are eligible to attend Grand Lodge meetings. 
6 The German Order is well established, having been 
founded in Berlin on 15th December, 1872, at the 
instigation of Bro. Hafky, of San Franscisco, California, 
who was sent by the Grand Grove of America to 
disseminate the principles of Druidism in Germany. The 
movement soon became popular, asecond Lodge bein g 
opened at Hamburg on the 11th February, 1873, and the 
Order rapidly extended, having been established on a 
sound basis with strict attention to Druidic ritual, and a 
well-founded system for the promotion of benevolence. 
The representatives of the A.Q,D. sent over in 1909 
formed a very favourable opinion of the German Order, 
and realised its status in the Druidical world. They felt 
able to clear away many difficulties which were 
presented when overtures were first made on the subject 
of Federation. The German Order is a direct descendant, 
through the American Order, of the Ancient Order of 
Druids. As Druids they earnestly strive to carry out the 
principles of Druidism in its purest form, founded on the 
precepts and faith of our early fathers-philanthropy, unity 
, peace and concord. They did not desire amalgamation 
or absorption, but t~t each section of Druids should 
possess seli-govemment and practise the tenets of 
Druidism in accordance with the needs and require- 
ments of the country in which it is located. All they asked 
was that each Order should be represented in an 
International Grand Lodge, which should have power to 
establish a token and passwords, whereby a Druid could 
be recognised as a brother in every part of the globe 
where Druidism is to be found. The object was a 
laudable one, and the delegates returned from Germany 
with the earnest hope that the 
Ancient Order of Druids-the mother of modem Druidism-
would take her true position by assisting in linking her 
children in one grand fraternity, which she has done. 



Lonely New Year's resolutions 

A little more than last year.  

Maybe he's wearing a fleece jacket or a coat.                   

In his own world.                                  

I've tried before - several times.                                                                                   
But I'll make it this year.                                                                                             
Because this year I'll ask somebody.                                                                            
Someone I didn't dare ask last year.

He's looking passed me - looking at nothing.

I'll talk to somebody.                                                                                                      
I'll walk across the marketplace on a Saturday.                                                            
Uphill and dead against everyone coming down.                                                       
From Main street, passed the bakery and all the way up.                                        
That's where I'll stop a guy. 

I want things to be better than last year - this year.                                                        
Sleep a little better and get a slimmer waistline.                                                            
Be tougher on the unhealthy stuff                                                                                   
and maybe be a little nice to the neighbour.
This year I'll experience something. 

                                

Next Saturday I'll walk once more across the marketplace 
and ask someone.          

But before he gets a chance to answer                                                                            
I'll point to the clock on the wall.                                                                             
Stupid me - that's what I'm gonna say -                                                                            
I had forgotten there is a clock on the wall.

I'll walk straight to him and ask him what time it is!

Then I'll ask one in a coat or maybe a boiler suit.                                                      
Excuse me - do you know what time it is?

A tangle of people back and forth who don't see anybody.                                           
Then it was only me who dared ask anyone.

and we talk a little about the nice weather.                                                                  
Nice talkin' to you, he said!

The guy in jacket or coat'll stop and look at me.                                                       
Twelve thirty! And then we go separate ways. 

I hope to see the boiler suit again next Saturday.                                                         
We enjoyed the laugh together.                                                                                     
I'll talk some more with the guy I know.                                                                  
Practice meeting more people.                                                                                    
More who can help me to sleep better and                                                                       
to be a little nicer to my neighbour this year than last year.
Happy new year!

Then we laugh - the boiler suit and I -                                                                             
and talk about old days                                                                                               
when there was a colour shop here -                                        

Fast across the marketplace.                  

Rolf Anker Eriksen



Virtue has been appreciated since the dawn of time and can be devided into:

Platonic virtue, Aristotelian virtue, Roman virtues, Christian virtue and The 
virtue of Judaism. Virtue can translate as moral strength, kindness and 
courage and is derived from vir which is ancient indoeuropean «wi-ro» which 
means man.

From the dawn of time the Druids learned that the light will be victorious over 
man, and thus they explained the difference between what is morally good 
and evil – something we remind each other, even today.We state that we 
progress from darkness towards light « ex tenebris ad lucum».

Good manners from training and background and a sincere conscience are 
valuable traits for a person who honestly wishes to be good and do good.

All the meetings we attend gives us a sense of solemnity, brotherhood and 
concord, and our rituals are designed in such a way that they , even after many 
years, will give us new experiences. Merlin will give us reason to relfect: have 
we reached so far in our selfknowledge that we are satisfied? But do we really 
understand what he means?

What does he mean when he says: «Be virtuous, because virtue will grant you 
peace»? And what is virtue?

In ancient times The Platonic virtue consisted of the four classic cardinal 
virtues -

To love God and obey his laws, particularly the Ten Commandments, is 
central in the Jewish perception of the term virtue.

Christianity hold the three theological/ sacred virtues Faith, Hope and Love 
(pistis, elpis, agape) as vital. For Christians, as for us, the number 7 is of great 
importance. They therfore believe in 7 virtues: Faith, Hope, Love, Moderation, 
Visdom, Courage and Justice, as described  in the Catholic Churchs 
Catechism.

The moral teachings of the ancient Druids included as much rules for mans 
behavior at home, as a citizen and in political relations, as his commitment to 
God.

* Moderation  *Visdom  *Courage  *Justice

If we return to the ancient Druids, we have to say that, if their goal was to 
develop morally and intellectually in order to improve the human race, they 
had really understood the term virtue.

An old Chinese proverb states that « no darkness is so solid that it cannot be 
penetrated by even the smallest candle».

The moral of this must be, even for us Druids – Exercise virtue

This is the essence in the ancient doctrine.

Reidar Bratlie!

«Know yourself» was Socrates´ rule no. 1, and in our Order self knowledge is 
ranked high and is in itself a goal.

What is Virtue?
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12th January 2019.

Porsgrunn, Norway

Victoria, Australia

22-23th March 2019.

Nürnberg, Germany, 

autumn 2019.

6-7th Sept. 2019

Karlskrona, Sweden 

Congratulation dear worthy Knight Dieter Hennecke, 
former IGLD Secretary. You have been honored for 50 
years of active Druidic membership. There where guests 
from lodges in Germany and Denmark. A great day for 
brother Dieter and the druids

Dieter Hennecke
honored for 50 years membership


